REMARKS 

Claims 1-6 are pending in the application. The Examiner rejects claims 1-6 under 35 
U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Krug (U.S. Patent No. 4,961,053). Claims 1-6 are 
remain in the application. Applicants add no new matter and request reconsideration. 

Claim Rejection - 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) 

Claim 1 recites the input/output channel connects to input/output pins associated with 
each of the plurality of chips in parallel. Claim 5 recites a similar limitation. The Examiner 
alleges circuit components 2 and output bus 1 1 disclose the recited plurality of chips and the 
input/output channel, respectively. Krug, however, discloses connecting the output bus 1 1 to 
the switching stages 10, not to pins corresponding to the circuit components 2 as required by 
the claims. See, e.g., Krug, Figures 2 and 3. Krug, therefore, does not anticipate claim 1, or 
its corresponding dependent claims. 

Claim 5 recites setting, while one of the semiconductor chips is being tested, the drive 
and input/output pins of other semiconductor chips to a high impedance state. Claim 2 
recites a similar limitation. The Examiner alleges "switching stages 10 and internal circuitry 
of central unit 4 control the impedance of the chip terminals." Office Action, page 2. Krug, 
however, discloses central unit 4 delivering input to all circuit components 2 via input bus 9 
when testing any of the circuit components 2. See, e.g.. Figure 2; col. 4, lines 33-39. Since 
Krug cannot set a high impedance state for input bus 9 and still test any circuit component 2, 
Krug does not anticipate claim 5, or claim 2, and their corresponding dependent claims. 

Claim 4 recites the drive pins includes control and address pins. Claim 6 recites a 
similar limitation. The Examiner alleges Krug's central unit 4 controls the test location in 
circuit component 2, and therefore discloses the recited address and control pins. As 
discussed above, Krug delivers input to all of the circuit components 2 via input bus 9 when 
one of the circuit components 2 is being tested, and thus has no use for, nor discloses, the 
recited address and control drive pins. Since Krug does not disclose address and control pins, 
Krug does not anticipate claim 4, or claim 6. 
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CONCLUSION 

For the foregoing reasons, reconsideration and allowance of claims 1-6 of the 
application as amended is solicited. The Examiner is encouraged to telephone the 
imdersigned at (503) 222-3613 if it appears that an interview would be helpful in advancing 
the case. 
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